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So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained from voting this morning, 
Friday, June 15, 2007, as I was attending the 
graduation of my daughter. Had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the fol-
lowing rollcall votes: No. 470, No. 473, No. 
483, No. 491. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ on the following rollcall votes: No. 466, 
No. 467, No. 468, No. 469, No. 471, No. 472, 
No. 474, No. 475, No. 476, No. 477, No. 478, 
No. 479, No. 480, No. 481, No. 482, No. 484, 
No. 485, No. 486, No. 487, No. 488, No. 489, 
No. 490. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 2638, DE-
PARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Clerk be authorized to make tech-
nical corrections in the engrossment of 
H.R. 2638, to include corrections of 
spelling, punctuation, section num-
bering and cross-referencing, and the 
insertion of appropriate headings. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
today I missed rollcall No. 469. Had I 
voted, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 

that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill and a concurrent res-
olution of the House of the following 
titles: 

H.R. 692. An act to amend title 4, United 
States Code, to authorize the Governor of a 
State, territory, or possession of the United 
States to order that the National flag be 
flown at half-staff in that State, territory, or 
possession in the event of the death of a 
member of the Armed forces from that State, 
territory, or possession who dies while serv-
ing on active duty. 

H. Con. Res. 164. Concurrent Resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Rotunda of the Cap-
itol for a ceremony to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Dr. Norman E. Borlaug. 

The message also announced That 
pursuant to Public Law 101–509, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Secretary of the 
Senate, announces the appointment of 
Cheryl B. Vogt, of Georgia, to the Ad-
visory Committee on the Records of 
Congress. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2642, MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION AND VETERANS AF-
FAIRS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2008 
Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that 
(1) it be in order at any time for the 

Speaker, as though pursuant to clause 
2(b) of rule XVIII, to declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2642) 
making appropriations for military 
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2008, and for other purposes, which 
shall proceed according to the fol-
lowing order: 

The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. 

All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of 
rule XXI. 

General debate shall be confined to 
the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. 

After general debate the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the 5- 
minute rule. 

Points of order against provisions in 
the bill for failure to comply with 
clause 2 of rule XXI are waived. 

Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule 
XVIII, no amendment to the bill may 
be offered except: 

Pro forma amendments offered at 
any point in the reading by the chair-
man or ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Appropriations or 
their designees for the purpose of de-
bate; 

An amendment by Mr. HAYES regard-
ing funding for BRAC 2005; 

An amendment by Mr. BLUMENAUER 
or Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida 
regarding funding for BRAC 1990; 

An amendment by Mr. PRICE of Geor-
gia regarding funding for VA medical 
services; 
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An amendment by Mr. FRANKS of Ari-

zona regarding the conduct of studies 
of missile defense; 

An amendment by Mrs. CAPITO re-
garding the submission of a report on 
the implementation of the Office of 
Rural Health; 

An amendment by Mr. GARRETT of 
New Jersey regarding funding for ex-
tended care facilities; 

An amendment by Mrs. DRAKE re-
garding a report on pending disability 
benefit claims; 

An amendment by Mr. BROWN of 
South Carolina regarding a report on 
ALS; 

An amendment by Mr. HALL of New 
York regarding awards for certain VA 
employees; 

An amendment by Mrs. MUSGRAVE or 
Mr. SALAZAR regarding the Pinon Can-
yon maneuver site; 

An amendment by Ms. JACKSON-LEE 
of Texas regarding medical centers in 
underserved urban areas; 

An amendment by Mrs. BLACKBURN 
regarding e-commerce; 

An amendment by Mr. DONNELLY re-
garding implementation of GAO rec-
ommendations related to claims proc-
essing; 

An amendment by Ms. HARMAN or 
Mr. UPTON regarding purchase of light 
bulbs; 

An amendment by Mr. PEARCE re-
garding reimbursement of travel ex-
penses for VA employees; 

An amendment by Mr. CONAWAY or 
Mrs. DRAKE regarding deficit spending; 

An amendment by Mrs. CAPITO re-
garding interoperable medical records; 

An amendment by Mr. MORAN of Kan-
sas regarding funding for VA medical 
services; 

An amendment by Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN of Florida regarding funding for 
the Gainesville Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center; 

An amendment by Mrs. WILSON of 
New Mexico regarding funding for serv-
ice dogs for disabled veterans; 

An amendment by Mrs. WILSON of 
New Mexico regarding funding to cre-
ate a commission concerning women 
veterans; 

An amendment by Mr. MORAN of Kan-
sas regarding funding for certain VA 
offices; 

An amendment by Mr. SMITH of Ne-
braska or Mr. SALAZAR regarding fund-
ing for the VA Office of Rural Health; 
and 

An amendment or amendments by 
Mr. EDWARDS regarding funding levels. 

Each such amendment may be offered 
only by the Member named in this re-
quest or a designee, shall be considered 
as read, shall not be subject to amend-
ment except that the chairman and the 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the Sub-
committee on Military Construction, 
Veterans’ Affairs, and Related Agen-
cies each may offer one pro forma 
amendment for the purpose of debate; 
and shall not be subject to a demand 
for division of the question in the 
House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Each amendment shall be debatable 
for 10 minutes, equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent. An amendment shall be consid-
ered to fit the description stated in 
this request if it addresses in whole or 
in part the object described. 

When the Committee rises and re-
ports the bill back to the House with a 
recommendation that the bill do pass, 
the previous question shall be consid-
ered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except one motion 
to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. 

During consideration in the House of 
H.R. 2642 pursuant to this order, not-
withstanding the operation of the pre-
vious question, the Chair may postpone 
further consideration of the bill to 
such time as may be designated by the 
Speaker; and 

(2) House Resolution 480 is laid on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont? 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
the right to object, I rise to congratu-
late my very good friend from Vermont 
for moving through this so expedi-
tiously. I want to say we are very sup-
portive of moving ahead with this very, 
very important piece of legislation 
which is designed to focus on our Na-
tion’s veterans. We look forward to 
moving as expeditiously as possible to 
completion of this. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I withdraw 
my reservation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont? 

There was no objection. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2462, 
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today 
and rule XVIII, the Chair declares the 
House in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2642. 

b 1155 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2642) 
making appropriations for military 

construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2008, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
LYNCH in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

order of the House of today, the bill is 
considered read the first time. 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. ED-
WARDS) and the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) each will control 
30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Chairman, we now have before us 
the fiscal year 2008 Military Construc-
tion and Veterans Affairs Appropria-
tions bill which will ensure the largest 
increase in VA health care spending in 
the 77-year history of the Veterans Af-
fairs. There is $6 billion over the 2007 
level of funding, and $3.8 billion over 
the President’s request for 2008. 

Mr. Chairman, this bill sends a clear 
message to America’s servicemen and 
-women, their families and our vet-
erans that a grateful Nation deeply re-
spects their service and sacrifice. 

The national commander of the Dis-
abled American Veterans, Bradley Bar-
ton, went to the heart of what this bill 
is all about when he described it as 
‘‘keeping faith with America’s vet-
erans.’’ 

The bill means our servicemen and 
-women will have more effective train-
ing facilities which will save lives and 
help them carry out their military mis-
sions. It means our military families, 
who sacrifice so much for our Nation, 
will have better housing, health care 
and day-care facilities. 

This bill means we will honor our 
veterans in a meaningful way by pro-
viding them the health care and bene-
fits we promised them when they put 
on our Nation’s uniform. 

It means we will have more qualified 
doctors and nurses to improve medical 
services to our veterans and to reduce 
waiting times for doctors’ appoint-
ments. For veterans with traumatic 
brain injury, PTSD, mental health care 
issues and lost limbs, it means renewed 
hope to rebuild their lives. 

For homeless veterans, it means the 
dignity of not having to live on the 
streets, and it means hope for the fu-
ture. For veterans in rural areas and 
those who serve in the Guard and Re-
serves, this bill means needed care will 
be closer to home. For the 400,000 vet-
erans, including combat wounded vets, 
who are having to wait far too long to 
have their benefits cases reviewed, it 
means over 11,000 new VA case workers 
to reduce the unacceptable delays in 
receiving earned benefits. 

Mr. Chairman, before I mention some 
of the details of this bill, I want to ex-
press some much-deserved thanks. I 
want to begin with Chairman DAVE 
OBEY, the gentleman from Wisconsin, 
for his unwavering commitment and 
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